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SOME BEVOLUTIONAEY COEEESPONDENCE OF 
Dr. JAMES McHENBY. 

COMMUNICATED BT BERNARD C. STEINER. 

[Among the papers of Dr. James McHenry are a few Kevolutionary 
ones of some interest to Pennsylvanians, especially some from Dr. Ben- 
jamin Kush, who had taught McHenry medicine. John Beatty had 
been a fellow-student in medicine with McHenry, was Commissary 
General of Prisoners, and later became a prominent resident of New 
Jersey. Dr. John Cochran, who was older than McHenry, was at 
this time Surgeon General in the Middle Department. He had formerly 
lived in Albany, and married General Schuyler's sister, Gertrude. 

Eobert Troupe was a young New York student of Law in 1776, when 
he joined the Eevolutionary army. He was taken prisoner at the battle 
of Long Island, exchanged in the spring of 1777, served in the Burgoyne 
campaign, and was Secretary of the Board of War in 1778 and 1779. 
He then returned home and became a useful citizen of his State. 

The anonymous Frenchman who signs himself LXXX I have not 
identified.] 

Peincetown May 17th 1778 
Dear Sir 

Give me leave once more to recommend to your patronage 
and friendship Dr. James Finley. You know all the weak- 
nesses as well as virtues of his heart. He is now a Surgeoi. 
to Col. Bigelow's regiment of the Massachusetts Bay forces. 
I have no doubt of his knowledge in his business, and he 
will not want industry, and humanity, but I wish you would 
add as much as possible to his reputation & weight with his 
regiment by visiting his patients with him, and giving him 
in every respect such directions as you think proper. You 
cannot confer a greater Obligation upon me than by your 
good offices to him. You know that I have always felt for 
him the tenderness of a father, and he has deserved it by 
behaving upon all occasions to me with the duty and affec- 
tion of a child. 

While I am forced by the violence & weight of Dr. Ship- 
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pen's friends into retirement, it gives me pleasure to see One 
whom I had any hand in educating filling an honourable & 
useful post in the line of his profession in the Army. May 
you continue to merit the esteem of your friends, and the 
Approbation of your country. I hope no man will relax in 
his Zeal & industry in serving his country by contemplating 
my fate. I enjoy the reward of all my labors in the appro- 
bation of my own conscience. Virtue is no shadow, — Tho' 
Brutus pronounced it so. I have found it a substance, 
and would not exchange the pleasures I have derived from 
it, for a fortune made by the sale of hospital wines and 
Cigars, nor for the first honors yt. are in the gift of our 
Congress. 

I congratulate you upon our alliance with France. It 
iB preferable for many reasons to an alliance with England. 
Men should rise now in the estimation of their country in 
proportion to the cordiality of their hatred to the British 
nation. Individuals may forgive each other, because there 
is a power in magistrates to prevent a repetition of injuries, 
but States being amenable to no laws can do them selves 
justice only by revenge & retaliating injuries. 

Adieu my dear Sir, and be assured of the 
friendship of yrs &c 

B. Rush. 
Dr. James McHenry 

Senior Surgeon of the 
Flying hospital 

Camp, 
Valley Forge. 
By Majr Beatty 

PaiNCETOWN Oct. 15th. 1778 — 
Dear Sir 

I am to thank you for your attention in forwarding to 
me the several letters inclosed in yours — 

Previous to the arrival of your favour the public Prints 
announced the truth of the engagement & the superiority ot 
the Brest Fleet over the British — since that we are well in- 
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formed that the combet was so general, that 17 only of the 
British, were fit for sea — but obliged to put into Portsmouth 
to repair — 

I am ready to join with you in appearances being against 
the evacuating T$. York this winter — By some late accts. 
from thence; they certainly are making such preparations, 
there, as suppose they mean to continue this season there — 
However I expect in a few days to have this doubt put out 
of question — On my return from N. York shall perhaps be 
able to give you some more authentic intelligence — 

I am happy to find the surprise and cutting of Coll. Bay- 
lor's party, is not so complete as was first imagined — if it was 
attended with such marks of Cruelty as was represented — 
why do we not retaliate on Burgoyn's troops to double 
their number. No other method will reach their sensibility. 

We have no news in this Quarter the enemy after burning 
& destroying all they could come at, at Egg Harbour — em- 
barked, & stood out of the Inlet Our troops supposing they 
meant to visit Great Egg Harbour, left their station & 
marched for that place — the enemy meaning it only for a 
Feint returned again to Little Egg Harbour — but have not 
heard that they had landed or done any further mischief — 
Pray write me the news of your place — 

I am Dr. Sir 

Yours see 

Jno. Bbatty 
Coll. McHenry — 
Eishkills 

Elizh. town Oct. 26th 1778— 
Dear Sir 

I was yesterday on Staten Island — find there all in up- 
roar — some going off and others coming in their places — 
the 5th. 40th & 55th. Regts. are all gone on Board — & in 
their places are come the 22d. Regt. 

It appears that the destination of the troops embarking, 
are to different places. The ten British regiments, which 
they say are augmented by draughts to 6000 men — is gen- 
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erally allowed to be sailing for some part of the "West Indies — 
conjectured by their own officers to reduce Gaudalope — The 
new levies, probably are bound for Halifax — & in their 
room are to return the new raised Scotch Corps lately come 
there — others say — for Canada & some again for Pensacola — 
to this last place I am told with certainty Genl. Vaughan is 
going — but whether with the command of any troops can- 
not exactly say — Gen. Grant is to have the command of the 
ten British regiments bound for the "West Indies. 

There is little or no probability, from appearances, of their 
abandoning N". York — on the contrary, they have landed, 
within these few days, a considerable quantity of Provisions, 
arrived in the last Cork Meet — Byron has sailed with con- 
siderable force — but not known where — they have been 
unusually busy, for this week past, in repairing & calking 
their shipping — this circumstance, carries in it some little 
probability of their going to leave us — 

But must conclude — the Express with what a jumble I 
have wrote — pray forward with all possible expedition the 
inclosures to his Excelly — write me the news of your camp 

I am Dr Sir 

your most huml. Servt. 

Jno. Bbatty. 

Head Qtjartebs Middle bkook 
3d Jany 1779. 
Sib 

His Excellency Genr. "Washington being at Philadelphia 
your letter by Mr. Noble your aide de camp was put into 
the hands of Doctor Mc Henry one of his Secretaries to be 
forwarded to his Excellency. 

By Mr. Noble I have the honor of transmitting you two 
letters from Genr. Washington. This Genr. had thoughts 
of waiting his Excellency's return — least there should be 
something in his letter which required a particular answer, 
but upon further consideration he has determined to join 
you. 
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You will find by the enclosed instructions to Oaptn. Bliss, 
that he is fully empowered to call upon the quarter master — 
forage masters and commissaries departments for such assist- 
ance as may be necessary, in your journey to Charlotte Ville. 
I hope there is nothing omitted which could in any meas- 
ure contribute to your ease or convenience. — If so I have 
certainly fallen short of his Excellency' intentions 

I have expressed the convention route to Capn. Bliss, 
from an opinion that the best accomodations may be found 
on that road — but I do not mean that you should be re- 
stricted by it, in case better conveniences are to be had on 
any other leading to Charlotte Ville 

I have the honor to be Sir 

Your most obt. Serv. 

Stirling. 1 

Major Genr. Phillips 

Manor of Livingston January 29th. 1779 
Dear Mac : 

I arrived here last Saturday from Boston, where I was 
stationed some time longer than I expected, partly through 
inclination and partly through the solicitations of the Mar- 
quis, who would not part with me until I saw him safe on 
Board & after staying two nights with him in Kantasket 
road, I took my leave and suppose he sailed on the 11th 
instant, the day I left Boston. 

I much hoped by this time to have been at Head Quarters 
with my family & to have spent the remainder of the winter 
in the very agreeable manner, I began it, but on my arrival 
at this place, I had the unhappiness to find Mrs. Cochran 
extremely ill of a most considerable Bheumatism & Fever 
which have confined her chiefly to her bed for these four 
weeks, in exceeding great pain. As I have little expecta- 
tions of her recovery shortly, (if at all) I must necessarily 
be confined here & wait the event, of which I beg you will 
acquaint the commander-in-chief; whom God long preserve. 

1 (Copy) Lord Stirling to Gen. Phillips. 
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I flatter myself, my absence will be attended with no 
injury to the service. I suppose there are General Hos- 
pitals established near your Quarters for the reception of the 
regimental sick & Draper will attend to seeing them con- 
veyed thither at proper times and seasons & that the regi- 
mental sick are properly supplied with the usual stores, the 
same as last winter. 

I shall be happy in having a few lines from you. Please 
to make my most respecful compliments to the General 
and his good Lady Mrs. Washington with the Family & all 
Friends and believe me most sincerely & affectionately 
Dear Mac 

Your very hble. servant 

John Cochran 

Please direct to me to the care of Colo. (?) Hay D. Q. 

M. G. Fishkill 

Philad. June 2nd. 1779. 
My 

Dear Sir, 

Dr Cutting tells me from you that I am in your debt, 
and I believe him. Having nothing to communicate to you, 
I thought it would be criminal to call off your attention 
from your present line of business by reading a letter of 
ceremony or even friendship. This is only excuse for neg- 
lecting so long to answer your polite favor which I received 
Above a year ago at Princeton. 

The newspapers will give you all the reports of the day. 
The address from the congress to the states, it is feared will 
serve to increase the depreciation of our Money. They 
whispered formerly a pompous secret about new Alliances — 
a foreign loan — and a general peace. — The address holds out 
very different ideas — After deluging us with money, they call 
upon us to make the first shore without furnishing us with a 
compass or a boat for that purpose. Even the appointment 
of a Committee to negociate a foreign loan has affected the 
credit of the money. We believed that business was finished 
six months ago. We now know it cannot be acomplished in 
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less than the same number of months from the present time, 
and we are sure before that time can arrive without a 
miracle the money cannot circulate among us. There 
cannot be greater calamity to a people than to transact 
business with an uncertain medium of trade. The Consti- 
tutional money is the Offspring of all the Vice in our 
Country. Its quantity & the instability of its Value would 
corrupt a community of Angels. — Instead of being the sinews 
of our "War — it acts the part of warm water to the natural 
sinews of our opposition. It relaxes & enfeebles every Social 
— civil & military Virtue. The resources of necessity the 
Spaniards say are without end. A general bankruptcy in 
my opinion would be less evil, than an attempt to finish the 
War with paper money upon its present footing. 

A Committee framed by a town Meeting in this City have 
undertaken to save the money by regulating the prices of 
goods. But this will be only a partial & temporary remedy. 
Besides it will ruin commerce & check agriculture. It re- 
sembles a violent puke given to a man in the last stages of 
consumption. It must agreeably to every principle of 
finance hasten the dissolution of the money. Nothing [but] 
the immediate application of a foreign loan can rescue it from 
destruction. 

These detached tho'ts are the speculation of a closet — for 
I now converse with nobody but my patients — my books — 
an amiable wife, and a hearty boy and girl. I have shook 
hands (I hope) for ever with public life, In my beloved 
retirement I have recovered the enjoyments of peace — inde- 
pendance & happiness — None of which in the present dis- 
tracted & corrupt State of this country are to be found in 
power or office. 

With sincere wishes for your health & happiness I am Dr 
Sir your affectionate Old friend & Hble Servant 

Bbnjn Rush 

Dr. Jambs McHenry 

To his Excellency Gbnl. Washington 
Dr. Cutting 
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7th. 9ber. Boston. 79. 
Dr. Doctor 

the sensible is not sail'd, but the 1st man of the world has 
received his instructions & I hope will soon be ready. His 
satellite is not determined ; . . . would it be impossible that 
our's, but not his friend, came in his place I desire it more 
than I expect it. 

No news about us. it is reported that two british ships 
are in the bay, & have lately taken two merchantmen I hope 
however that my next letter will not be dated from Halifax. 

I send you two yankeys papers, they say little but a 
french one of the 25 august, which I have seen, says ; that 
gibraltar is besieged since 22 august. I believe it is to be 
depended upon. 

I look in the moon to see if our fleet is not there, for I 
do not hear any thing of it on this globe. God help the 
count wherever he may be ; I fear much this sagitarius 
month, it is a good auxiliary to the British 

if my manuscript is arrived from Philadelphia; be so 
kind as to send it here at Mr. Devalnais consul of france — 

My best respects to all your family I wish I could find 
some opportunity to pay them my debt of gratitude. But 

what can I do ? Be happy and let me Reckon as a part 

of my happiness to be your 

servant & friend. LXXX. you know my heart 

& my hand 

Dr Doctor — 

Before I sail I will take again my leave of you, & your 
friends at head quarters, which I am proud enough to call 
mine. 

Though I am going in my own country, where I have 
many agreeable prospects I can not help regretting my 
adoptive one. Interest, gratitude, inclination, every thing 
that influences a sensible heart are united to render America 
dear to me : & I would say with philoctetes (forgive so 
grand a comparison) farewell dear land of Lemnos ; but not 
add as him, farewell forever. 
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On the contrary I go with intention, of coming back 
next May, & I hope you will not receive me as a new- 
comer. — 

I would not say the same to our continental senators — 
with them the last is always the best. Their lavishness in 
eonfering commissions is inexhaustable. They have lately 
given a strong proof of their prodigality in Resolveds, 
which they render as XXX as newspapers. One young 
gentleman, who has been three months a volunteer in our 
army goes home with me, with a Colo's. Commission, a 
longer furlough than mine, & such Resolveds as would 
scarcely be granted to the best officer of our army. 

Do not think that my reflexions on that subject arise from 
a restless mind, & jealous temper, & forgive my uneasiness, 
about inadvertencys of our master which must hurt my 
feelings & will ruin all my expectations at home. — 

Notwithstanding the probability of my dissppointment in 
France, for the above mentioned reasons, I have something 
to comfort me, & which congres cannot grant. Tbe esteem 
of our great and good man, the benevolence of the army, 
& your friendship. — 

The more you are my friend, the more you will be dis- 
pleased of those hurtful blunders, of our areopage, & so no 
more of it. But what (I hope, will not be disagreeable to 
you) is the assurance of my everlasting, (in this and in the 
other world) esteem, friendship, & gratitude. If it was not 
an injury to thank a friend, I would beg you to receive my 
thanks & present them to your family. 

Adieu, be happy, & remember your 

servant & friend 

f. XXX. y. 

My best compliments to Colo. Hamilton — you have not 
heard any news of Destaing's fleet; we would suppose him 
in the south sea. 

On board the frigate. 14 9ber 1779. 

N.B. I beg you would present my respects to his excel- 
lency. 
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Philad — Nov. 10. 5 o'clock 
p.m.— 1779 
My dear Sir, 

I have rec'd your friendly letter of the 30th. instant with 
another informing me that the packet from General Phil- 
lips has been transmitted to General Clinton — and one for 
Col. Smith which I sent by the post — 

I am really too melancholy to write you a long letter in 
answer to the many I have been favoured with from you 
within these three months past. Major Clarkson A D 
Camp to Genl. Arnold & late volunteer A D Camp to Gen- 
eral Lincoln has just arrived from the southward with the 
disagreeable news of an unsuccessful assault upon the 
enemy's works at Savanah by the allied army which lost 
about 500 killed & wounded — Count D. 'Estaing was slightly 
wounded and Count Pulaski killed — It is said D.Estaing 
embarked his troops immediately after the action & sailed 
for the West Indies— I cannot tell you whether Lincoln 
kept his ground or retreated or what was his situation when 
Clarkson left him — 

The above is the general report of the town every sylla- 
ble of which I believe to be true — I spent almost an hour 
in looking for Major Clarkson this afternoon ; but was un- 
able to find him — when I get a more particular account I 
will communicate it to you — 

Yesterday morning our Friend Mr. Laurens set off for 
Charlestown on his way to Holland where he is going to 
negotiate a loan for us — but to what amount & upon what 
terms is a secret I know nothing of — I beg my best re- 
spects to the gentlemen of your Family and all Friends in 

Camp. 

I am, in great haste, 

Dear Sir, 

Yours affectionately 

Dr Mc Henry Rob. Troup — 

AT 

Head-Quarters 

Camp. 
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Philada. Jany. 19. 1780 

My Dear friend, 

I am perfectly satisfied with his Excellency's decision 
upon the case of Capt. Darby, and am much Obliged to you 
for your Attention to my letter. — you oppress me with your 
goodness — But your disposition and my connections with 
the unfortunate Captain encourage & force me to lay myself 
under new obligations to you. — I beg your care of the en- 
closed letter to the General. It is from Captain Darby in 
answer to a letter he had reed, from his Excellency. — If it 
stands in need of a patron, I hope you will not fail of ac- 
cepting of that office. — 

"We have nothing new in town. — The eyes of our city 
are fixed upon the convention that is now assembling for 
the purpose of regulating prices. — The real Statesmen 
among us expect nothing from it — but the final dissolution 
of our money. But Our political quarters (both within & 
without doors) expect to see all the miracles of transubstan- 
tion, & all the mysteries of alchemy performed in an in- 
stant upon the currency. — They talk of the appreciation 
of our paper into real Spanish dollars, as a matter to be 
performed as easily as an Army is to be raised, or defeated 
by a single resolution of Congress. — The folly & madness 
of mankind used to distress me — But I have learned to 
hear & to talk of errors in Government with composure. — 
The pious Anthony preached a Sermon to fishes — The 
echo of this discourse was intended for men. — It was 
probably designed to show that addresses to mankind upon 
the Subject of political happiness were as absurd, and im- 
proper as a discourse upon faith — hope — & charity was to 
the finny inhabitants of the Ocean. — 

Dr. Shippen I hear is at last arrested. The public begin 
now to expect that justice from the army which they have 
in vain looked for from the Congress. — They expect soon 
to see that solecism explained — how the Director General of 
the hospitals of the United States is enabled with 6 dollars 
a day to vie with the minister of France in the magnificent 
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of his Equipage & feasts. — Dr. Morgan is so well fur- 
nished with evidences to support all his charges, that I am 
not sure that he will require my Attendance at his tryal. — 
if he does — I shall be happy in spending as much time as 
can be spared from the Court in your Company. — Some of 
Dr. Shippen's sycophants talk loudly of the liberal senti- 
ments of the Gentlemen of the army who will never con- 
demn a man for trifles, such as loving a glass of good wine, 
or a game of Whist, true ! — But there are two crimes 
that never yet found pity or favor in our army — Viz 
Cowardice in an Officer of the line, and fraud in an officer 
of Dr. Shippen's guilt with respect to the last crime are as 
clear as the noon day Sun. The consequence of it you 
know had well nigh proved fatal at One time to our Army 
& cause. But of this prepare yourself to hear tales that 
will make " each particular hair to stand on end" in a few 
weeks. 

With most respectful Compt. to the General, & to such of 
his family as are of my Acquaintance I am Dr. Sir Yours 

Affectionately 

Benjk. Eush. 



